
 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITY POLICY 
 

 At 1
st
 Class Day Nursery we are committed to the inclusion of all children. All children have the right 

to be cared for and educated to achieve the best possible outcomes, share opportunities and develop 
and learn alongside their peers.  
All children are entitled to an education that enables them to: 

 Achieve the best possible educational and other outcomes, and 

 Become confident young children with a growing ability to communicate their own views and 
ready to make the transition into compulsory education. 

A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for him or her. 
A child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

 has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or 

 has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind 
generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 
institutions (Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years, DfE 
2015). 

A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if he or she is likely to fall within 
the definition above when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special provision was 
not made for them (Section 20 Children and Families Act 2014). 
In preparation for a child who has identified SEN and/or disabilities attending the setting, we will; 

 Liaise with parents/carers  

 Liaise with any professional agencies 

 Read any reports that have been prepared 

 Attend any review meetings with the local authority/professionals 

 Undertake detailed risk assessments and/or care plans 

 Receive additional training where required 

 Make reasonable adjustments including the provision of auxiliary aids and services for children 
with disabilities 
The nursery will adhere to the Special educational needs and disability code of practice graduated 
approach: Assess, Plan, Do, Review. 
Observations and assessments of children attending nursery, including the progress check at age two 
and termly assessments such as ‘Making Children’s Learning Visible’ will be analysed to determine 
where: 

 good progress is being made 

 some additional support might be needed 

 there is a concern that a child may have a developmental delay (which may indicate SEN or 
disability) 
Where a child appears to be achieving behind expected levels, or a child’s progress gives cause for 
concern, or there is already an identified SEN or disability, the nursery will consider all information 
about the child’s learning and development from within and beyond the setting. The Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) will liaise with parents/main carers to gain their view and 
the voice of the child and determine the type of provision that will best match the child’s needs, as 
detailed below:  
Additional Support/Entitlement for all: If during the assessment process it is identified that a child may 
need additional support, practitioners will plan targeted activities for particular groups of children. 
These groups will be informal i.e. games, stories, songs and activities that will be carried out for short 
periods of time and with a high adult to child ratio, usually 1:3. Practitioners will also plan additional 
support which will be incorporated in to the daily routine, for example: an extra member of staff to 
support a particular child or group of children during larger group activities, or regularly using puppets 
and props for a child who has difficulty maintaining attention at story time. These interventions will be 
based around children’s strengths and interests and will have specific outcomes for individual 
children. Parents will be informed that their child is receiving additional support and be made welcome 
to actively participate. All additional support will be recorded on weekly planning sheets and the 
effectiveness of these interventions will be reviewed every six weeks by the SENCo, Key Persons and 
Parents. The arrangements for additional support will be met within the nursery. 
Specific Individual Support: If during the assessment process it is identified that there are significant 
emerging concerns (or identified SEN or disability), or after receiving additional support a child does 



not make adequate progress and/or continues to achieve behind expected levels, an action plan to 
support the child will be developed.  
The child’s Key Person will write an initial assessment of need, detailing the child’s strengths and 
interests, areas of concern, and the additional measures that are required to support that child. Using 
this initial assessment, the SENCo, child’s Key Person and Parents/Carers will devise an action plan 
that will set out interventions that are based around the child’s strengths and interests and aimed at 
supporting the child to progress towards an outcome in a particular area of development. At this stage 
with parents’ permission the SENCo may seek advice and support from external agencies. The action 
plan will be kept continually under review, and will be formally reviewed by the SENCo, Key Person 
and Parents/Carers every six weeks, with any external agencies being invited to attend. Before a 
review takes place the views of the child will be sought using appropriate methods and recorded on a 
‘Voice of the Child’ sheet to inform the review and influence future plans. At this stage the nursery will 
make parents/carers aware of the Local Offer which details the services for children and young people 
(aged 0-25) with special educational needs and disabilities. 
Higher Needs: Where a child continues to make less than expected progress, despite the evidence 
based support and interventions that are matched to the child’s area of need (detailed above), a 
decision to involve specialists will be taken in conjunction with Parents/Carers. 
Education, Health and Care (EHC) Needs Assessment and Plan: If the support given through the 
nursery’s graduated approach is not sufficient to enable the child to make satisfactory progress, we 
may request, in consultation with the child’s parents and any other agencies already involved, an 
assessment of the child’s needs by the local authority. This is called an Education, Health and Care 
(EHC) assessment plan. The assessment will decide whether the child needs an EHC plan. This plan 
sets out in detail the education, health and social care support that is to be provided for a child who 
has SEN and/or disabilities. The local authority will consult with parents and let them know the 
outcome of the assessment. 
Early Help Assessment (EHA): If a child and their family would benefit from support from more than 
one agency, we may request and carry out an inter-agency assessment to get early help for the 
family. This early help assessment aims to ensure that early help services are co-ordinated and not 
delivered in a disjointed way.  
Early Support: Where a child has disabilities we may seek additional help and resources through the 
Early Support Programme which co-ordinates health, education and social care support for the 
parents and carers of disabled children from birth to adulthood. There is more information on the 
Council for Disabled Children website: 
http://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/earlysupport 
Our Enhanced Skilled SENCo (Ms Kerrian Eades) is responsible for co-ordinating the day-to-day 
provision of education for children with SEND. Our qualified Deputy SENCo, Miss Chantelle Foster, 
assists her. The SENCo’s are responsible for giving advice and support to others in order to benefit 
each child.  
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